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A   NOTE   FROM   THE   PASTOR 
 

Albert Camus wrote a story called The Plague. The 
setting is in Oran, North Africa, a city suffering from a 
plague. People were dying every day in great numbers, and 
the parish priest felt his obligation to preach about what was 
occurring. In his first sermon, he told the people that the 
plague had come upon them because of their sins. "Calamity 
has come upon you, my brethren, and you, my brethren, 
deserve it," he said. "Plague is the flail of God, and the world 
is God's threshing floor, and implacably God will thresh out 
the harvest until the wheat is separated from the chaff." 

Time passes, and still more people die, including 
children. Father Paneloux enters the pulpit for a second 
time. Now the priest is able to include himself. It is not just 
"your" sins, but "our" sins. The issue is whether, in the face 
of the plague, we will deny everything or affirm everything. 

But when the plague continues its course, Father 
Paneloux returns to the pulpit for a third time, and the whole 
issue is recast. It is not, now, a question of punishment for 
our sins, and not a question of affirming or denying 
everything. The priest said to the people, "My brothers and 
sisters, each of us must be the one who stays." 

From the moment we entered the world, we were 
created for something greater, because we have a special 
place prepared for us in heaven.  And we know that the 
length of our time here is not in our control.  Some live long 
productive lives. Some live long difficult lives, Some live only 
a short time.  But, we know that for all the good and 
wonderful things we enjoy in this life, there is something 
greater waiting for us. It is all in God’s hands. 

And when we are confronted with terrible events, we 
try to bring some sense to it by applying a type of logic.  
Someone is suffering terribly, or their life is filled with 
frustrations, or large numbers of people with so little are the 
victims of an earthquake or a hurricane. Surely God is angry 
with them, or punishing them, or ignoring their need. It is a 
mystery. Yet, in the end, they are in a better place, the place 
God created for them from the beginning.  

We are the ones who stay behind. We are 
continuing to be called to live now, in this moment, in a 
manner that is worthy of one who plans to live forever with 
God. So, we cannot ignore our daily conversation with God 
in prayer if we are planning to be in personal communion 
with him forever – how could that be possible with one we 
treat as a stranger?   

We cannot be comfortable permitting little sins 
become a way of life – little lies, gossiping, selfishness, 
ignoring someone because they are “inconvenient” – we 
plan to live forever surrounded by love, so we have to 
choose to act in a way that surrounds us with love. 

During Lent, we focus our attention on the powerful 
gift of love that Jesus gave to us on the Cross. And his 
example invites us to die to our self, to patiently accept our 
bits of the cross, to give without measuring what will come 
back to us. 

We are the ones who stay behind. One day we will 
be called to our home in heaven. And until that day, our call 
is to live this day in a manner that is worthy of a person who 
plans to live forever with God.  

– Father Stephen W. Bierschenk 
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DEVOTIONS FOR LENT 
 
Weekday Masses: 
Monday through Friday, 6:45 AM and 8:00 AM 
Saturday, 8:00 AM 
First Friday at 5:30 PM 

 
The Rosary:  

Recited before the 8:00 AM Mass 
 

Eucharistic Adoration:  
Sundays, 6:00 PM until Midnight 

 Monday through Friday, 9:00 AM until Midnight 
 

Stations of the Cross every Friday of Lent: 
 6:30 PM, in English 
 7:30 PM, in Spanish 
 

 
 

Reconciliation: 
 Saturdays, 3:30PM - 4:30 PM in Main Church 
       6:30 PM – 7:00 PM in Chapel 
 

FAST AND ABSTINENCE: Fasting (no meat, two small 
meals, one regular meal only) is to be observed on Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday by all who have celebrated 
their 18

th
 birthday and not yet celebrated their 60

th
 birthday. 

Abstinence (no meat – the flesh of warm blooded animals) is 
to be observed on all Fridays of Lent by those who have 
celebrated their 14

th
 birthday. 

 
A PARISH PENANCE SERVICE will be held on Tuesday, 
March 9 at 7:00PM in the Church with several priests 

available for confession.   
 
A UNIQUE LENTEN REFLECTION: We struggle with 
forgiveness, especially when we have been offended by a 
person whom we see often. Imagine the struggle of the 
people of Rwanda, who experienced a terrible genocide in 
1994, and then found they had to live in the same place as 
the people who had murdered their loved ones. You have a 
special opportunity to view the documentary ICYIZERE 
(HOPE). Patrick Mureithi, the filmmaker, will present his film 
and lead a Question and Answer session afterward. This is a 
unique opportunity to reflect on the experience of trauma, 
forgiveness, and reconciliation.  Thursday evening, March 
11, 7 pm in the Lower Lounge of the Family Center. 

 
LENTEN PARISH MISSION: Father Gary Caster, Catholic 

Chaplain at Williams College in Williamstown, 
Massachusetts, will conduct a Parish Mission here at St. 
Monica’s, Lent: A Crash Course in Love, beginning Saturday 
and Sunday, March 20/21. Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday of that week there will be Mass and a Mission 
talk at 11 am and 7 pm. This is a special opportunity to 
reflect on the meaning of the Lenten season and prepare for 
the celebration of Holy Week. All are invited.  
 
LENTEN RESOURCES AVAILABLE ON DIOCESAN 
WEBSITE: Are you looking for prayers, meditations and 

activities to help enrich your Lenten journey? Visit the 
diocesan website at www.cathdal.org for numerous 
resources including Lenten messages from Pope Benedict 
XVI and Bishop Kevin J. Farrell.  

THE SANCTUARY LIGHT burning in the Chapel this week 
is in memory of Barry Hobrecht requested by The Hobrecht 
Family. 
 

 
SUNDAY, MARCH 7, 2010 
  7:30 AM Priest’s Intention 
  9:00 AM Priest’s Intention 
11:00 AM For The People of the Parish of St. Monica 
  1:00 PM Priest’s Intention 
  5:00 PM Priest’s Intention 
MONDAY, MARCH 8, 2010 

  6:45 AM Willie Haba † by Marjorie Haba 

  8:00 AM Int. of The Madden Family 
TUESDAY, MARCH 9, 2010 

  6:45 AM Vincent Schoeneberger † by Joan Thompson 
  8:00 AM Gerald Madden † by The Arraj Family 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10, 2010 
  6:45 AM McLaren † and Holland † Families 
  8:00 AM Lucy Raimo † by Jo and Bill Risinger 
THURSDAY, MARCH 11, 2010 

  6:45 AM Joe Miller † by The McBride Family 
  8:00 AM  Int. of Marge Culberson 
FRIDAY, MARCH 12, 2010  

  6:45 AM Florence Bayer † by Florence Crable 
  8:00 AM  Craig Malorzo †  
SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 2010 

  8:00 AM Robert Foley † 
  5:00 PM Christopher Wilcox † by Nancy Mello 

 
IN YOUR KINDNESS, PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR OUR 

SICK AND DECEASED 
POR FAVOR RECUERDEN REZAR POR NUESTROS 

ENFERMOS Y DIFUNTOS 
 

For our sick:  Marty Toole, Catherine Romo Rivera, Emmett 
Burnell, Charlie Kyong, Victor Sanchez, Josephina Bergin, 
Valentina Lopez, Robert Miramontes, Ronnie Villareal, Leonard 
Schmitz, Baby Rebecca Muhlenkamp, Terry Harrison, Christopher 
McGehee, Sylvia Contreras, David Ruiz, Robert Loza, Joe R. 
Saucedo, Sr., Dot Huffhines, Lillian Leal, Rafaela Negron, Maria de 
la Luz Martinez, Frank Harrison, Sally Reilly, Adam Klugiewicz, Fr. 
Raymond Scott, Alta Fontenot, John DiMarco, Frances Belmares, 
Delfina Sanchez Johnson, Charlotte McGuire, Jill Rapsey, Dorothy 
LaDue, Carrie Gehling, Louise Flournoy, Franco Miramontes, Frank 
Rodriguez, Francine Holmberg, Maria Wentzel, Thelma Leuck, Ed 
Diaz  
For our deceased:  Adolfina V. Menendez; Baby Brandy V. Canjay 
Montoya 
 

MASS ATTENDANCE AT ST. MONICA 
FEBRUARY 28, 2010 

 

  5:00 PM       370 (Sat vigil) 11:00 AM          750 
  7:30 AM       184       1:00 PM          689 
  9:00 AM       477      5:00 PM          750 
 

TOTAL ATTENDANCE: 3220 
 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE  
on FEBRUARY 28, 2010 

 

St. Monica………………………………………… $29,260.00 
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 ñFor where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them.ò   Matthew 18:20 

 

All are invited to join in reciting the rosary in the home of the 
following parishioners: 

 

MONDAY, MARCH 8 at 10:30AM  

Camille DiLoreto, 4306 Bobbitt Drive, 214-366-2376 
TUESDAY, MARCH 9 at 2:00PM 
Lourdes Johnson, 10523 Egret Lane, 214-377-9072 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10 at 3:00PM 

Terri and Frank McElwain, 9931 Ontario Lane, 214-280-9879 
THURSDAY, MARCH 11 at 3:00PM 
Terri and Frank McElwain, 9931 Ontario Lane, 214-280-9879 
FRIDAY, MARCH 12 at 11:00AM 

Alice Quirk, 9401 Mixon Drive, #149, 214-352-5643 
 

To schedule a rosary contact Luella Marx, 214-358-5855; Barbara Miller, 
214-351-5044; Mary Lucido, 214-351-6934, or Terry McElwain, 214-280-
9879. 

The Legion of Mary invites you to pray the rosary before the 8AM Mass. 

 
OVER 40 FAMILY HEALTH ALERT: St. Monica is hosting 
vascular health screenings by Stroke Scan on Wednesday 
and Thursday, March 17 and 18 in Room 211 in the Family 
Center. These ultra-sound imaging tests are for detecting 
fatty plaque in the main arteries. If you are over 40 and have 
high blood pressure, high cholesterol, high triglycerides, 
overweight, lack exercise, smoke, have diabetes or have a 
family history of stroke or heart disease…you are at risk. 
You must have an appointment for the tests…register after 
any Mass on March 6 or 7 in the Narthex or call toll free 1-
866-935-9766. Are you at risk? 
 
THE ST. MONICA PTO is pleased to invite you for a Lenten 
reflection during our March 9 meeting beginning at 12 noon 
in the Family Center. Our speaker is Dr. Judy Henneberger, 
Associate Chaplain at SMU. She will be speaking to us 
about "Lent's Hidden Treasure". Dr. Henneberger holds a 
Masters of Theological Studies from the University of Dallas, 
as well as a Doctor of Ministry from Perkins School of 
Theology. Her work in pastoral ministry spans over thirty 
years, including eleven as Campus Minister of the Catholic 
Community at SMU. She convenes the Campus Ministry 
Council, as well as oversees the Resident Chaplains 
Programs. Please join us for this timely program and a light 
lunch. 
 
CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS CT. ST. FAUSTINA will meet on 
Wednesday, March 10 at 10:00 A.M. in the downstairs 
lounge of the Family Center. We will have the Stations of the 
Cross followed by a short meeting and refreshments. 
 
ANYONE INTERESTED IN DOING A STUDY ON THE 
BOOK, Mist of Mercy, Spiritual Warfare and Purgatory by 
Anne, a Lay Apostle should email Vita at 
vita3155@sbcglobal.net or call Marge at 214-352-7726.  The 
study will be held each Wednesday starting March 10 and 
ending May 26 from 7:30PM-9:00PM in the Family Center 
Room 109.  This is the second in a series following the 
Climbing the Mountain book study held in Fall 2008.  The 
cost is $20.  Call or email to reserve your spot since space is 
limited. 
 

PARISH COUNCIL: Father Bierschenk is presently 
accepting applications for three persons willing to serve on 
this advisory board for a period of three years.  If you are 
interested, applications can be obtained in the Sacristy, at 
the Parish Office, or at the church website.   

 
ST. MONICA CONCERT CAFE presents “Jesus Team A” 

live in concert on Wednesday, March 10 from 7:00-9:00P.M 
in the Family Center upstairs lounge.  The community of St. 
Monica is invited to an evening of energetic bilingual praise 
and worship.  The “Jesus Team A” message challenges 
each of us to reach beyond personal borders and offer the 
unconditional acceptance that Christ offers to all of us.  This 
Concert Café is the perfect way to enhance your Lenten 
reflection with music, fellowship and prayer.  Café, 
cappuccino, hot chocolate, espresso, hot cider and biscotti 
cookies will be available for purchase.  More details are 
available on the church website.  
 

THE OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION is seeking 
married couples who would like to sponsor engaged 
couples as they prepare for the sacrament of the 

marriage. Married couples must be practicing Catholics who 
have been married at least 5 years. All materials and training 

are provided. Training will be held here at St. Monica's 

Saturday, April 10th.  If interested in this service opportunity, 
please contact the Office of Faith Formation at 214 357-
8549.  
 
LADIES BRIDGE: Good company, good cards (sometimes), 

always good fun! Lady Bridge Players are invited to a fun 
afternoon of playing “Party Bridge” at the home of Catherine 
Cook on Wednesday, March 24th from 1-4:00P.M.  Please 
call Catherine no later than March 19

h
 at 214-351-3154 to let 

her know you’ll be attending the event.   
 
A SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM sponsored by the St. Jude 
Women's Circle is now accepting applications for students 
entering 7th or 8th grade for the 2010-2011 school year.  
Two $500 academic scholarships will be awarded. 
Applicants must have applied for admission to enter 7th or 
8th grade at St. Monica School. Application deadline is 
March 31. To download the form and application, see the St. 
Monica School website under "Announcements", or the St. 
Jude Women's Circle web page under Parish Activities / 
"Adult Organizations" on the Church website; hard copies 
available at the school office.  A collection box for completed 
applications will be located at the St. Monica School office. 
Return in a sealed envelope addressed to St Jude Women's 
Circle Scholarship Committee. 
 

 

mailto:vita3155@sbcglobal.net
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This  Week  in  Our  Parish 
Esta  Semana  en  Nuestra  Comunidad 

 

SUNDAY, MARCH 7, 2010 
10:00AM- 12:00PM  Nursery – Family Center 114 
10:00AM -11:00AM  Adult Catholic Ed. Class – A11 
10:00AM -11:30AM  Little Rock Scripture Study – Family Center 
10:30AM -  1:00PM  Hisp. Young Adults – Family Ctr 211 
10:30AM -12:30PM  RICA – Family Center 201 
10:45AM – 12:15PM CCD – SMS Campus 
12:30PM -  2:00PM  Adult Catholic Education Class – 217 
  2:00PM -  3:00PM  Hisp. Young Adult – Family Center 211 
  6:00PM -12:00AM   Eucharistic Adoration – Chapel 
  6:00PM-10:00PM  Handbell Choir – Church 
  6:15PM -  8:00PM  YM Catechist Group – Conf. Room 
  6:30PM -  8:00PM  High School Teen Sports – Gym B 
MONDAY, MARCH 8, 2010  
  7:40AM -  8:00AM  Rosary – Chapel 
  8:30AM -10:00AM  Legion of Mary – Conference Room 
  9:00AM -12:00AM  Eucharistic Adoration – Chapel 
  1:00PM -  2:15PM  Monday Bible Study – Family Center 129 
  2:00PM -  3:00PM  Padre Pio Prayer Group – Chapel 
  4:00PM -  5:00PM  Living Stations Practice – Church 
  6:00PM -  7:00PM  Centering Prayer – Mary Shrine 
  7:00PM -  8:00PM  Immaculate Heart Cenacle/Rosary – Chapel 
  7:00PM -  9:00PM  Hispanic Ministry Meeting - Library 
  7:30PM -  9:00PM  St. Vincent de Paul – Family Center 129 
TUESDAY, MARCH 9, 2010 
  7:40AM -  8:00AM  Rosary - Chapel 
  8:00AM -  9:00AM  Grades K-4 Mass – Church 
  9:00AM -12:00AM  Eucharistic Adoration – Chapel 
  9:00AM -12:00PM  39ers Senior Group – Conf. Room 
  1:30PM -  3:00PM  Tuesday Scripture Study – Conf. Room 
  7:00PM -  9:00PM  Parish Penance Service - Church 
  7:00PM -  8:00PM  Immaculate Heart Cenacle/Rosary – Chapel 
  7:00PM -  9:00PM  Knights of Columbus Director’s Meeting - 217 
  7:00PM -  9:00PM  Marriage Prep.in Spanish – Library 
  7:00PM -  9:30PM  Pastoral Familiar Core Meeting – 129 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10, 2010 
  7:40AM -  8:00AM  Rosary - Chapel 
  9:00AM -12:00AM  Eucharistic Adoration – Chapel 
  6:30PM -  8:30PM  WOW Wednesday Youth Night – 201/220 
  7:00PM -  9:00PM  1PM Mass Choir Practice – A15 
  7:00PM -  9:00PM  Choir Rehearsal – Café 
  7:00PM -  9:00PM  Spanish Biblical School – Library 
  7:00PM -  9:00PM  Diocesan Disability Ministry - 129 
  7:00PM -  9:00PM  LightWeigh Seminar – Family Center 214 
  7:00PM -  9:00PM  Hisp. Young Adult Core – Conference Room 
  7:00PM -  9:00PM  Mist of Mercy Book Study - 109 
  8:00PM -  9:00PM  Young Serrans Holy Hour – Chapel 
THURSDAY, MARCH 11, 2010 
  7:40AM -  8:00AM  Rosary - Chapel 
  9:00AM –12:00AM  Eucharistic Adoration – Chapel 
  7:00PM -  9:00PM  Documentary on Rwanda - 109 
  6:30PM  -  9:00PM  Pastoral Familiar – Family Center 
  7:00PM -  8:00PM  Young Adult Preached Holy Hour - chapel 
  7:00PM -  8:30PM  HSYM Band Practice – A15 
  7:00PM -  9:00PM  Stephen Ministry Train. – Conf. Room 
  7:30PM -  8:00PM  Lay Apostle Prayer Group - Library 
FRIDAY, MARCH 12, 2010 
  7:40AM -  8:00AM  Rosary - Chapel 
  8:00AM -  9:00AM  Grades 5 - 8 Mass - Church  
  9:00AM –12:00AM  Eucharistic Adoration – Chapel 
  5:30PM -  6:00PM  Villanueva/Duran Rehearsal – Church 
  6:00PM –10:00PM  YSC Monthly Meeting –109 
  6:00PM - 7:00PM  Holy Face Cenacle – Chapel 
  6:30PM -  7:30PM  Stations of the Cross in English – Church 
  7:00PM -  9:00PM  1PM Choir Practice – A15 
  7:30PM -  8:30PM  Stations of the Cross in Spanish - Church 
SATURDAY, MARCH 13, 2010 
  8:00AM -  9:30AM  SJD Catechist Formation – Library 
  9:00AM -4:00PM  Quinceañera Workshop - 201 
10:00AM -12:00PM  SJD CCD – SMS Campus 
11:00AM -12:00PM  Guillen XV – Church 
  5:00PM -  7:00PM  Living Stations in Span. Practice – Cafe 
  7:00PM -  8:00PM  Arriaga XV – Church 

FAMILY VOCATION CHALICE 
SCHEDULE FOR NEXT WEEKEND 

 

Sunday, March 14  11:00AM 

Ilda Manriquez 
To participate in this program, call Don Wetzel at 214-368-3640. 
 

 

 

39ers Classic 
News 

For 50 and over!  
 
Adult Computer Literacy Classes – Week 5 (Mar 19) 

Excel – Learn how to use the basic spreadsheet function, 
save and open spreadsheets for later use..  Classes are 
$5.00 per person and meet in A9 of McManus Hall from 4-
5:00P.M...  RSVP’s are required to attend classes; please 

email Robert Griffin at griffinr@earthlink.net or call 972-814-

5795.  Visit the 39ers website at www.stmonicachurch.org for 

class topics and more details. 
 

Tai Chi Classes:  The ancient art of Tai Chi uses gentle 
flowing movements to reduce the stress of today's busy 
lifestyles and improve health.  To do Tai Chi, you perform a 
series of postures or movements in a slow, graceful manner. 
Each posture flows into the next without pausing.   Anyone, 
regardless of age or physical ability, can practice Tai Chi. 
Please consider joining us!  Invite your family members and 
friends from other parishes. These classes are a series of 
four weeks, and the fee is $40.00 for the series.  The class 
meets every Tuesday from 10:30 to 11:30A.M. in the Family 
Center downstairs lounge.  Please contact Michelle 
Tomlinson in the Office of Faith Formation at 214-357-8549 
x135 if you are interested in joining the Tai Chi Classes.  
Pre-registration is required. 
 

 
THE 2010 CENSUS COMING SOON: As the 2010 Census 

approaches, each of our households will receive a form. 
Since the census has such an impact on the communities in 
which all of us live and work, our organization has partnered 
with the U.S. Census Bureau to encourage participation. As 
mandated by the U.S. Constitution, every person living in the 
United States must be counted – both citizens and 
noncitizens. Data from this national count help determine 
key funding and government representation decisions. 
Please complete and mail back your form and encourage 
your family, friends and neighbors to do the same. For more 
information, visit http://2010census.gov.  
 
CATHOLIC CHARITIES Together We Learn Program 
located at San Juan Diego Church currently has an opening 
for an assistant teacher working with 3-5 year old children.  
Experience in early childhood education and bilingual are 
required.  The position is 17 hours per week Tuesday-Friday.  
Send resumes to: sfunk@central.catholiccharitiesdallas.org 
 
 
 
 

mailto:griffinr@earthlink.net
http://www.stmonicachurch.org/
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WOULD YOU LIKE TO SPEND AN HOUR 
WITH JESUS? We need Eucharistic Adorers 
for: Wednesdays 12:00Noon–1:00PM, 
1:00PM-2:00PM, and 11:00PM-Midnight; 
Thursday, 11:00PM-Midnight; Friday 
12:00PM–1:00PM and 11:00PM–Midnight. 
This time each week will bring great graces to 

you and your family.  Call 214-352-7726. 
¡UNA HORA CON JESUS! 

Jesús nos invita a acompañarlo tan solo una hora. El Dueño 
del tiempo nos da el tiempo para vivir en este mundo. Faltan 
personas que acompañen a Jesús los: Miércoles, Mediodía–
1:00PM,1:00PM-2:00PM y 11:00PM-medianoche; Viernes, 
mediodía-1:00PM y 11:00PM–medianoche. Llame al 214-
358-1453. 
 

 
GOD HAS CALLED US TO BUILD UP AND ENCOURAGE 
ONE ANOTHER. For those who are experiencing a really 

difficult time, our Stephen Ministers can provide the special 
encouragement, care and support they need until they pass 
the crisis. Please call us at 214-290-0803- confidential line. 
PLEASE do not hang up before you leave your number. 
 
DIOS NOS HA LLAMADO A FORTALECERNOS Y A 
AYUDARNOS UNOS A OTROS.  
Para aquellos que están experimentando tiempos difíciles, el 
MINISTERIO DE ESTEBAN puede proporcionarles el apoyo 
especial que necesitan durante las etapas dolorosas de 
crisis.  Llame al línea confidencial 214-290-0803.   Por favor 
deje su número de teléfono antes de colgar, un Ministro de 
Esteban se comunicará con usted. 

 
 

PROGRAMA DEL CALIZ FAMILIAR 
 

       7 de Marzo    Sandra Miranda 
 
Todas las familias necesitamos orar para que los 

jóvenes escuchen el llamado de Dios a servir como 
sacerdotes y religiosas.  Para que pueda llevarse el Cáliz a 
su hogar durante una semana y rezar a Dios para que nos 
mande Sacerdotes y Religiosas, es necesario que se 
registre como miembro de esta comunidad y hablar con 
Annette Díaz al 214-358-1453.   
 

CAFÉ CONCIERTO DE STA. MÓNICA presenta a ñJes¼s 
Team Aò en concierto el Miércoles 10 de Marzo de las 7:00-
9:00P.M. en el salón 201 del Centro Familiar. Invitamos a la 
comunidad de Sta. Mónica a una noche energética bilingüe 
de oración y alabanza.  Su mensaje desafía a cada uno de 
nosotros a ir más allá  de nuestros límites personales  y 
ofrecer la aceptación incondicional que Cristo nos ofrece a 
todos nosotros. Este Café Concierto es la manera perfecta 
de incrementar su reflexión Cuaresmal con música, 
camaradería y oración.  Tendremos café, cappuccino, 
chocolate caliente, café expreso, sidra y galletitas a la venta.  
Para detalles adicionales visite el sitio web de la parroquia. 
 

Una   Nota   del   Pastor 
Albert Camus escribió una historia llamada La Plaga.  

Tomo lugar en Oran, Norte de África, una ciudad que sufría de 
una plaga. Todos los días mucha gente se estaba muriendo y 
el padre de la parroquia sintió la obligación de hablar sobre lo 
que ocurría.  En su primer sermón, le dijo a la gente que la 
plaga que les había llegado era por sus pecados.  “La 
calamidad ha venido sobre ustedes, mis hermanos y se lo 
merecen,” les dijo.  “La peste es desgrano de Dios y el mundo 
es el piso de Dios que trilla, implacablemente Dios trillara fuera 
la cosecha hasta que el trigo sea separado de la paja.”  

El tiempo pasó y siguieron muriendo más personas, 
incluyendo niños.  El padre Pancloux subió al pulpito por 
segunda vez.  Esta vez el padre se incluyo.  No es solo por 
“sus” pecados sino por “nuestros” pecados.  La cuestión es si 
en medio de la plaga, negaremos todo o aceptaremos.  

Pero la plaga continúo su curso, el padre Paneloux 
subió al pulpito por tercera vez y describió todo de una manera 
nueva.  Ahora no es cuestión de pagar por nuestros pecados, o 
cuestión de negar o afirmar todo.  El padre dijo a la gente, 
“Hermanos y hermanas, cada uno de nosotros somos los que 
debemos quedarnos.” 

Desde el momento que entramos a este mundo fuimos 
creados para algo grande, porque tenemos un lugar especial 
preparado para nosotros en el cielo.  Sabemos que el tiempo 
que estamos aquí no está en nuestro control.  Algunos viven 
una larga y productiva vida.  Algunos una larga y difícil vida.  
Algunos solo viven por un periodo corto.  Pero sabemos que 
sabemos que para todos los buenos y maravillosos momentos 
que disfrutamos en esta vida, hay algo más grande que nos 
espera.  Todo está en las manos de Dios. 

Cuando nos enfrentamos con eventos terribles, 
tratamos de tener algún sentido y aplicar la lógica.  Alguien 
sufre terriblemente, o sus vidas están llenas de frustraciones, o 
personas con tan poco son víctimas de un terremoto o huracán.  
Seguro que Dios está enojado con ellos o los está castigando o 
ignorando su necesidad.  Es un misterio.  Pero al final, están en 
un mejor lugar, el lugar Dios creó desde el principio para ellos.  

Nosotros somos los que nos quedamos.  Estamos 
llamados a continuar viviendo en este momento de una manera 
que sea digna para aquel que planear vivir por siempre con 
Dios. Por eso no podemos ignorar nuestra conversación diaria 
con Dios a través de la oración si pensamos estar en comunión 
con el por siempre.  ¿Cómo puede ser eso posible con la 
manera que tratamos a un extraño? 

No podemos sentirnos cómodos permitiendo que los 
pequeños pecados se hagan parte de nuestra vida, pequeñas 
mentiras, chismes, egoísmo, ignorando alguien porque nos son 
inconvenientes.  Planeamos vivir siempre rodeados de amor, 
por eso debemos escoger actuar de una manera que nos rodee 
el amor.  

Durante la Cuaresma enfocamos nuestra atención en 
el poder del regalo que Jesús nos dio en la Cruz.  Su ejemplo 
nos invita a morir a nosotros mismos, pacientemente aceptar 
nuestro pedazo de cruz y dar sin medidas sin esperar nada a 
cambio. 

Somos los que quedamos.  Algún día nos invitara a 
nuestra casa del cielo y hasta ese día, nuestro llamado es vivir 
de una marera que sea digna de una persona que planea vivir 
con Dios por siempre. 
 

- P. Stephen W Bierschenk 

 



ST. MONICA CATHOLIC CHURCH  
DALLAS, TEXAS MARCH 7, 2010 

SERVICIO PENITENCIAL (Confesiones): En este tiempo 
de Cuaresma, se nos invita a arrepentirnos y reconciliarnos 
con Dios y con nuestros hermanos.  El martes 9 de Marzo 
habrá confesiones a las 6:30 de la tarde.  Tendremos 
sacerdotes que hablan español.   
 

Viviendo la Cuaresma en Mi Comunidad 
La Cuaresma es tiempo del perdón y de 
reconciliación fraterna.  Cada día, debemos de 
sacar de nuestro corazón el odio, el rancor, la 
envidia, los cellos, y los sentimientos que se 

oponen a nuestro amor a Dios y a los hermanos.  Es un 
tiempo de crear o mantener nuestra relación con Jesús a 
través de una fiel y constante oración. ¿Cómo vivir esta 
Cuaresma? Arrepintiéndome de mis pecados y 
confesándome, luchando por cambiar, haciendo sacrificios, 
oración y dando limosna.  
No están solos, los invitamos a que se una a su comunidad 
de Santa Mónica para vivir esta cuaresma.   
MISA DOMINICAL a las 1:00PM: Hacer un recorrido 
cuaresmal desde la Palabra de Dios para que nos guie y 
convierta nuestro corazón. Recibir la Sagrada Comunión 
que es el alimento espiritual y nos hace dóciles a la voluntad 
del Padre.  
ADORACION EUCARISTICA: Domingos, 6:00PM hasta 

medianoche y Lunes a Viernes de 9:00AM hasta 
medianoche 
ROSARIOS: Todos los martes a las 7:30 p.m. frente a la 
estatua de María (si el tiempo lo permite) sino en la capilla 
de Santa Mónica.  
VIA CRUCIS: Todos los viernes de Cuaresma comenzando 

el 19 de Febrero al 26 de Marzo a las 7:30 p.m. en la Iglesia.  
Habrá una reflexión especial después del Vía Crucis. 
SERVICIO PENITENCIAL: (Confesiones) Todos los 
sábados de 3:30 a 4:30 p.m. 

Normas para el ayuno y abstinencia 
AYUNO:  (No carne, dos comidas en pequeñas porciones, 
solamente una comida regular) el Miércoles de Ceniza y el 
Viernes Santo. Todas las personas mayores de 18 años a 
60 años de edad están obligadas a ayunar estos dos días. 
Abstinencia (No carne incluye el Pollo) Todas las 
personas mayores de 14 años no deben comer carne todos 
los viernes de Cuaresma.  
 
SOBRE EL CENSO: En marzo del 2010, más de 130 
millones de direcciones a través de la nación recibirán el 
cuestionario del Censo del 2010 por correo. La Constitución 
de los EE.UU. requiere un censo nacional cada 10 años con 
el propósito de readjudicar los espacios en la Cámara de 
Representantes de los EE.UU. Todas las personas que 
viven en los Estados Unidos deben ser contadas sin 
importar edad, raza o grupo étnico; tanto ciudadanos como 
no ciudadanos. Además, los datos del censo tienen 
influencia directa sobre la distribución anual de más de $400 
mil millones de dólares en fondos federales a gobiernos 
estatales, locales y tribales. Por favor, llene y devuelva su 
cuestionario y exhorte a sus familiares, amigos y vecinos a 
hacer lo mismo. Para más información, visite 
http://2010.census.gov.  
 

 
Noticias Clásicas 

de los 39ers 
para 50 años y mayores! 

 
Clases de Computación para Adultos – Semana 5 (19 de 

Marzo) Excel – Aprende a  utilizar la función de la hoja de 
datos y a guardar y abrir archivos en la hoja de datos para 
uso posterior.  El costo de estas clases es de $5.00 por 
persona y se llevan a cabo en el salón A9 del Pasillo 
McManus de 4-5:00P.M.  Se requiere hacer reservación 
previa; por favor reserve vía e-mail con Robert Griffin a 
griffinr@earthlink.net o llámele al 972-814-5795.  Visite el 
sitio de los 39ers a www.stmonicachurch.org para obtener 
información acerca de los temas de estas clases y para 
obtener detalles adicionales. 
 
Clases de Tai Chi: El antiguo arte de Tai Chi utiliza 

movimientos fluidos y suaves para reducir  la tensión 
ocasionada por los ajetreados estilos de vida de nuestra 
época y para mejorar la salud.  Para hacer Tai Chi, se 
realizan una serie de posturas o movimientos de manera 
lenta y agraciada. Cada postura fluye hacia la próxima sin 
hacer pausas.  Cualquier persona, sin importar la edad o 
habilidad física, puede practicar Tai Chi. ¡Por favor 
considere la posibilidad de unirse a nosotros!  Invite a sus 
familiares y amigos de otras parroquias. 
Las clases de Tai Chi de los 39ers se reanudarán el Martes 
9 de Marzo del 2010.  Estas clases son una serie de cuatro 
semanas y el costo es de $40.00 por la serie.  Las clases se 
reúnen cada Martes de 10:30 a 11:30A.M. en el salón de la 
planta baja del Centro Familiar.  El costo por clase es de 
$5.00 y se requiere un mínimo de 15 adultos por clase. Si 
está interesado en unirse a las Clases de Tai Chi, por favor 
comuníquese con Michelle Tomlinson en la Oficina de 
Formación en la Fe al teléfono 214-357-8549 x135. Se 
requiere registración previa. 

 
BRIDGE PARA DAMAS: BUENA COMPAÑIA, BUENAS 
CARTAS(A VECES), ¡PERO SIEMPRE BUENA 
DIVERSION! Se les invita a las damas que juegan Bridge a 
una divertida tarde jugando “Fiesta de Bridge” en casa de 
Catherine Cook el Miercoles, 24 de Marzo de 1-4:00 P.M.  
Por favor llame a Catherine a mas tardar el 19 de Marzo al 
214-351-3154 para hacerle saber que asistirá a este evento.  
 

¿Embarazada? ¿Necesita ayuda? 
Llame al 972-BABY DUE  (972-222-9383) 

 
MIEMBROS DE LA PARROQUIA: Si usted viene con 
frecuencia a Misa a Santa Mónica le pedimos que se 
registre como miembro de la parroquia.  Siendo miembro de 
la parroquia puede acelerar el proceso para cuando usted 
requiera algún servicio; como por ejemplo, bautismo, boda, 
carta de referencia, etc.  Para registrarse puede hacerlo 
después de Misa con alguno de los acomodadores o pasar 
a la Oficina de lunes a viernes de 10:00 a.m. a 4:00 p.m.  
 

http://2010.census.gov/
mailto:griffinr@earthlink.net
http://www.stmonicachurch.org/

